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South  Miss.  Baptists  begin  long-term  rebuild 

By  William  Perkins 

Editor  { I 


"4ince  1877 


Three  Baptist  associations 
that  were  in  the  direct  path  of 
Hurricane  Katrina's  fury  are 
banding  together  to  coordinate 
long-term  home  rebuilding 
efforts  in  the  areas  hardest  hit  by 
the  historic  storm  of  August 


2005. 

The  three  associations  — 

Jackson,  Gulf  Coast,  and 
Hancock  —  are  gearing  up  for 
the  long-term  Coast  Rebuild 
effort  as  short-term  volunteers 
from  around  the  country  are 
winding  down  their  operations 
and  heading  home  after  two- 
and-a-half  years. 

"We  need  volunteers  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  come.  We  have  lots  of 
teams  coming,  but  we're  in  seri¬ 
ous  need  of  skilled  wo;kers  and 
also  crew  chiefs  who  can  oversee 
the  construction,"  said  David 
Baldwin.  Jiutf  Coast  , 

Association  s  Katrina  construc¬ 
tion  coordinator. 

"If  possible,  we  need  the 
skilled  volunteers  and  crew 
chiefs  to  stay  a  few  weeks  at  a 
time,  but  if  they  need  to  go  home 
and  then  come  back  that  would 
be  fine  too,"  he  added. 

Steve  Mooney  ham,  director  of 
missions  for  Gulf  Coast  Association,  said  p**°ph 
an  ambitious  goal  has  been  set  of  rebuild-  want 
ing  30  homes  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  them 
it's  going  to  take  a  God-sizea  effort.  Moon 

"We  have  funding  for  about  15  homes.  Mo 
We're  stepping  out  on  faith,"  Assoc 
Mooney  ham  said.  adopt 

Some  of  the  families  in  need  of  home  of  tai 
rebuilding  have  funds  and/or  materials,  alread 
but  others  have  no  funds  at  all.  The  up,"  h 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Bal 
(MBCB)  has  provided  funding  to  help  the  c< 
with  the  rebuilds,  but  it  isn't  enough  to  since 
finish  all  the  homes.  ately  < 

More  than  $20  million  has  been  ear-  "Cl 
marked  by  MBCB  for  recovery  in  the  adopt 
aftermath  of  Katrina.  Those  funds  have  them  I 
come  from  Mississippi  Baptists  and  thou-  to  mo 
sands  of  others  who  donated  to  the  hurri-  right 
cane  effort  through  MBCB.  Fully  100%  of  "Becai 
those  donations  were  passed  through  to  strict® 
Katrina  recovery.  shoulc 

The  $20  million  likely  represents  about  electri 
half  of  Southern  Baptists'  total  contribu-  sionali 
tions  to  the  Katrina  recovery  effort  in  do  tha 
Mississippi,  since  the  figure  does  not  Jacl 

include  the  millions  of  dollars  dedicated  Pascal 
to  the  recovery  effort  by  partnership  Rebuil 
states  and  other  organizations.  Rodgc 

"We  still  need  donations  from  churches  has  n 
and  interested  groups  to  make  this  hap-  every< 
pen,"  Mooneyham  said.  have  t 

Volunteers  with  experience  are  espe-  Roc 

dally  needed  in  the  areas  of  framing,  sid-  windi 
ing,  flooring,  and  cabinetry,  Baldwin  said,  believ 

"CAmA^niAfl  1  •  La  iliwMtnAA  a  kio  no.  TTI A1H 
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HERE  TO  HELP  —  Scott  Saunders  (right)  is  aided  by  Mike  Seipert  at  a  portable  sawmill  donated  by 
Sierra  First  Baptist  Church  in  Alta,  Calif.,  where  Saunders  is  pastor  and  Seipert  is  a  member.  Lumber 
from  the  sawmill  is  being  used  to  rebuild  houfes  damaged  when  Hurricane  Katrina  blew  through 
Lakeshore  along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  (BP  photo  by  Norm  Miller) 


^Sometimes  it's  like  throwing  a  big  jij 
saw  puzzle  on  a  table,  to  put  the  rig! 


yery  few  articles  in  The  Baptist  his  best  novels,  The 
Record  in  recent  years  have  gener-  Testament 
ated  as  much  reaction  as  the  Keep  in  mind 
February  7  article  headlined,  "Grisham  that  Grisham  was 
slams  Baptists  at  Atlanta  meeting."  As  voicing  his  opin- 
reportfcd  by  Baptist  Press,  popular  ions  at  a  meeting 
Mississippi  novelist  John  Grisnam  on  organized  by  for- 
January  M  used  the  occasion  of  the  charter  mer  US  President 
meeting  of  the  New  Baptist  Covenant  to  Jimmy  Cartel;  who 
skewer  Southern  Baptists  for,  among  other  publicly  broke  with 
things,  our  belief  in  me  literal  nature  of  the  the  Southern 
Bible,  the  role  of  women  in  the  Baptist  Convention 

several  years  ago. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


church,  and  intolerance  toward  several  years  ago,  -.!•  ’  '  :  •  t 

diversity.  to  forge  a  new  ■C&o  ;  *P .  •  !’**$*  t  W! 

"In  the  Baptist  church  of  my  Baptist  movement  Mil  ‘ ’’  4EfrJy,liU 

youth  we  were  taught  that  the  Also  speaking  at  QliHiiBHIBHHHOHiBilHHHHmSliil 
Bible  is  the  infallible,  inerrant  the  meeting  were 

Word  of  God  —  every  word  is  such  Southern  GRISHAM  SPEAKS  —  Author  John  Grisham  encouraged  a  New 

divinely  inspired  and  it  is  to  be  Baptist  luminaries  Baptist  Covenant  crowd  Thursday  not  to  emulate  the  church  of  his 

read  literally,"  Grisham  said.  "It  as  former  U.S.  youth,  which  he  said  held  to  literal  interpretations  of  Scripture  and 

just  dropped  out  of  heaven.  Five  President  Bill  was  intolerant.  (BP  photo  by  Cat  Norman) 

thousand  years  ago  God  made  Clinton  and  his 

the  earth  in  six  days,  144  hours,  vice-president  A1  Gore.  Enough  said.  he  was  taught.  His  statement,  'It  (Scripture) 

Then  He  rested  on  the  Sabbath,  In  apparent  union  with  universalists,  just  dropped  out  of  heaven,'  is  simply  not 
which  is  really  on  Saturday  but  Grisham  went  on  to  tell  attendees  that  God  true,"  wrote  Ken  Pickens  of  Tupelo.  "Mr. 
we're  not  going  to  start  that  "expects  us  to  love  and  respect  each  other  Grisham  is  making  the  same  mistake  that  he 
debate.  Methuselah  lived  to  be  a  without  regard  to  race,  gender,  sexual  orien-  is  critidzine  in  others.  He  is  speaking  in 
[thousand],  and  when  Paul  wrote  tatkm,  biblical  interpretation,  denominations  absolutes.  His  use  of  proof  texts  is  for  the  pur- 
that  women  should  be  submis-  or  other  religions."  pose  of  criticism  —  not  constructive,  but  con- 

si  ve,  that  was  the  literal  interpre-  "(Grisham's)  comments  were  heretical,"  demning." 

tation.  It  was  the  law.  wrote  Keith  Armstrong  of  Foxworth.  "When  Those  are  just  a  smattering  of  die  com- 

"However,  when  Paul  told  Timothy  to  we  fail  to  call  homosexuality  sin,  when  we  no  ments  received  in  the  offices  of  The  Baptist 
have  a  little  wine,"  he  said  to  laughter,  longer  believe  the  Bible  is  the  inerrant  and  Record.  Space  limitations  do  not  permit 
"and  when  Jesus  said  in  Mark  16  that  His  infallible  word  of  God,  when  we  believe  that  quotes  from  all  die  correspondence, 
followers  would  be  known  for  speaking  in  other  religions  are  a  valid  way  to  God  as  is  One  point  seems  cleat  however, 
tongues,  taking  up  the  serpents  with  tneir  Christianity,  then  friends  we  may  as  well  Mississippi  Baptists  have  been  hurt  to  have 
hands  and  drinking  the  poison,  well  then  close  the  doors  to  our  Baptist  churches  one  of  their  own  accuse  them  of  being  un- 
some  things  were  not  so  Literal.'  because  at  that  point  all  we  are  is  another  reli-  Christian.  No  person,  church,  convention,  or 

Grisham,  a  well-known  supporter  of  gion  of  many  mat  has  denied  die  truth  of  die  denomination  is  perfect,  but  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptist  missions  and  himself  a  vet-  precious  Word  of  the  Living  God."  Baptists  together  work  very  hard  at  present- 

eran  of  international  mission  trips,  also  said  "For  Grisham's  benefit,  he  should  stick  to  ing  the  best  Christian  witness  we  can.  V\fe've 
Baptists  "have  worked  so  hard  to  exclude  so  writing  novels.  His  qualifications  to  stand  come  a  long  way  from  where  we  were  to 
many,"  surely  a  contradiction  of  his  own  before  any  group  of  believers  is  sorely  lack-  where  we  are  today  and  we  may  still  have 
experiences  as  a  missions  supporter  and  mis-  ing,"  wrote  David  Koons  of  Rena  Lara.  along  way  to  go,  but  give  a  little  credit  where 

sions  team  member.  He  even  used  a  mission  "I  believe  Mr.  Grisham's  memory  is  cloud-  due. 

trip  to  South  America  as  inspiration  for  one  of  ed  by  the  fiction  he  writes,  and  not  the  facts  That" s  all  we're  asking,  Mr.  Grisham. 
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•  Look  and  see  the  beautiful 
areas  of  our  State,  but  to  see  with 
eyes  of  faith  as  well. 

•  Lead  with  integrity  and 
character  to  help  Mississippi 
Baptists  discover  what  we  will 
hear  and  see  from  our  Lord. 

What  can  you  do  to  assist  this 
committee?  Pray!  Pray  for  the 
committee  members,  our  MBC 
leaders,  and  for  camps  and  con¬ 
ferencing  in  our  state.  Participate! 
Offer  suggestions  of  places  and 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
Lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  )r„  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary  * 


Many  are  aware  of  die  recent  Where  do  we  locate  a  piece  of 
destruction  and  devastation  on  land  that  God  will  use  to  touch 
Henderson  Point  caused  by  lives?  In  Genesis  12:1,  the  Lord 
Hurricane  Katrina.  charged  Abram  with  these 

God  used  Gulfshore  words,  "Now  the  Lord  had  said 
Assembly  in  a  beautiful  way.  unto  Abram,  Get  thee  out  of  thy 
Some  on  this  committee  strug-  country,  and  from  thy  kindrea, 
gled  with  die  task  of  studying  and  firm  thy  father's  house,  unto 
conferencing"  .  in  our  state  as  a  land  that  1  will  shew  thee."  In 
whether  to  Hebrews  11:8,  we  discover  that  it 
rebuild  or  relocate  what  was  was  by  faith  that  Abraham, 

...  ,  .  - -  — - /  "...obeyed  and  went,  even 

We  heard  testimonies  of  how  though  he  did  not  know  where 

>  he  was  going. 

mt  to  bring  I  believe  that  what  we  do  will 
faith  in  our  not  have  die  same  impact  nor  set 
the  course  of  a  nation,  as  did 
Abraham  —  but  what  we  do  will 
have  an  impact  and  set  the  course 
of  an  individual  who  could 
change  the  course  of  our  nation. 

Our  journey  together  is  not 
only  a  physical  journey;  it  is  a 
faith  journey.  I  have  asked  die 
CSSC  members  to: 


Send  change*  of  address  to:  The 
baptist  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

Send  newt,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


Micky  Dalrymple 
(president  of  die 
Baptist  Conveni 
Clarence  Coopei 
(immediate  past  i 
Mississippi  Baptist  ( 

Your  CSSC  is  charged  with  well  as  dec* 
specifically  searching  out  die  _  _ 

moot  desirable  and  accessible  site  known  as  Gulfshore  Assembly, 
for  developing  a  conference  cen-  !“■  J  — *  -  *_  '  * 

ter  for  Mississippi  Baptists.  God  used  the  piece  of  land  locat- 

Gulfshore  Assembly  was  ed  at  Hendersor 
located  on  a  piece  of  land  called  individuals  to  sa< 

Henderson  Point  in  Harrison  Lord,  to  call  individuals  to  min- 
County.  The  piece  of  land  was  istry,  to  call  individuals  to  the 
used  as  a  major  resort  at  the  turn  mission  field,  and  to  renew  com- 
of  the  20th  century  and  later  as  a  mitments  to  our  Lord, 
training  facility  for  the  U.  S.  The  task  of  your  CSSC  is  enor- 

Merchant  Marine.  Mississippi  mous.  The  charge  before  us  is. 
Baptists  purchased  the  land  in  "How  do  we  take  the  testi- 
the  1950's.  Hurricane  Camille  in  monies,  the  experiences  of  what 
1969  destroyed  some  of  the  prop-  God  did  at  Henderson  Point  to 
erty,  thus  requiring  die  assembly  another  piece  of  land?"  This  task 
to  be  rebuilt  in  early  die  1970's,  at  times  can  seem  overwhelming. 


ivention). 
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Selecting' a  new  site 

By  Uoyd  Sweatt,  pastor 
Meadozuood  Church,  Amory 
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pc  Kenyan  vouth  thrust  their  pangas  piles  of  green  beans 
(machetes)  ana  sticks  in  the  aic  shouting  and  peas  lay  on  the 
threats  as  they  make  an  improvised  road-  ground.  Volunteers 
block  out  of  burning  tires  and  large  rocks.  Lewan  Hedrick  and 
A  military  man  leans  out  the  open  door  Karen  Cocketham  sit 
of  the  helicopter  and  fires  tear  gas  into  fire  at  the  edges  of  the 
crowd.  It's  a  temporary  fix  but  enough  to  pile,  shelling  beans 
scatter  everyone.  When  the  gas  fades,  the  with  their  Kenyan 
crowds  continue  wreaking  havoc  on  Baptist  partners  from 
motorists.  They  set  fire  to  houses  along  fire  Ridgeways  Baptist 
road.  Residents  run  screaming,  searching  Church  in  Nairobi, 
for  safety.  The  women  sit 

Thousands  run  to  the  Tigoni  police  sta-  talking  and  laughing, 
tioa  just  miles  from  fire  chaos.  It  is  here  Drawn  by  these 
they  find  safety.  And  it  is  here  the  smiling  sounds  of  life, 
faces  of  Southern  Baptist  mission  volun-  women  living  in  fire 
teers  greet  them.  camp  begin  to  come 

When  post-election  violence  broke  out  over  to  help.  A  few 
in  Kenya  in  December,  members  of  Stevens  minutes  later,  children 
Street  Church  in  Cookeville,  Tn.,  watched  crowd  around  the 
news  reports,  wondering  what  might  hap-  Americans,  eager  to 
pen  to  tne  volunteer  trip  they'd  been  plan-  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
ning  for  months.  The  10-member  team  exchange  for  a  little 
decided  togo  to  Kenya  despite  the  ongoing  attention.  Soon  the 
violence.  Tne  team  quickly  changed  their  entire  group  is  singing 
plans  from  working  in  fire  slums  of  Nairobi  carriecfby  fire  staccato 
to  working  in  camps  for  internally  dis-  Between  songs,  the 
placed  people.  terror  at  being  forced  I 

The  United  Nations  estimates  more  than  young  mother  tells  of 
600,000  Kenyans  are  displaced  in  44  camps  camp.  She  must  star* 
around  the  country.  receive  food  due  to  fin 

Pastor  Tim  Frank  acknowledges  this  trip  -pie,  but  this  makes  it  1 
was  part  of  God's  timing.  "We  were  literally  rrer  young  children  sc 
in  one  of  fire  camps  fire  day  more  violence  without  food, 
erupted  in  fire  country  and,  as  a  result  thou-  Without  drawing  a 
sands  of  people  trooped  in,"  Frank  recounts.  the  mother  her  own 
"The  camp  went  from  a  few  hundred  peo-  snapping  beans  as  if  r 
pie  to  almost  7,000  in  a  day.  We've  been  able  Tears  well  up  in  fire  yc 
to  help  with  this  heavy  influx  of  people  and  "It's  a  roller  co. 
really  feel  like  we've  made  a  difference."  Cockerham  says  about 
Just  a  week  earlier  there  was  plenty  of  "1  enjoy  talking  to  the 
room  at  the  makeshift  camp  for  displaced  need  someone  to  list* 
people  to  spread  out  and  for  children  to  run  you  see  the  situation  th 
and  play.  Now,  stacks  of  furniture  sit  piled  kids  line  up  two  times 
high.  Tents  made  of  tarps  stake  out  every  it's  very  emotional." 
available  space  inside  fire  guarded  com-  Kenyan  Baptist  voh 
pound,  which  sits  on  two  acres.  Children  still  agreement  Even  thoug 
play,  only  now  they  run  up  and  down  narrow  worker,  fire  stories  : 
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The  Second 
Front  Page 


DESPERATE  TIMES  —  Children  at  a  camp  for  displaced  Kenyans 
line  up  for  a  lunch  of  beans  and  maize.  Volunteers  work  around 
the  clock  to  prepare  food  for  thousands  who  have  sought  refuge 
since  deadly  unrest  broke  out  after  elections  in  December.  (BP 
photo) 


Published  Since  1877 


February  21,  2008 
Vol.  132 
No.  8 


USCIRF:  enforce  decisions 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Egypt's  government  should  "respect 
and  enforce"  two  recent  decisions  by  that  nation's  highest  court, 
according  to  fire  United  States  Commission  on  International 
Religious  Freedom  (USQRF).  The  decisions  can  advance  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  in  Egypt  commission  chairman  Michael 
Cromaitie  said.  A  Feb.  9  ruling  reversed  a  lower  court's  prohibi¬ 
tion  on  citizens  being  allowed  to  return  to  Christianity  after  con¬ 
verting  to  Islam.  In  January,  fire  high  court  overturned  a  govern¬ 
ment  ban  on  fire  ability  or  members  of  fire  Baha'i  faith  to  obtain 
official  identity  documents.  Before  this  ruling,  only  three  faiths 
had  been  approved  for  registration  documents:  Islam, 
Christianity,  ana  Judaism.  Without  one  of  those  faiths  listed  on  an 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  will  not  pull  out  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  reports  a  committee  named  to  investigate  charges  of  liberalism 
within  the  worldwide  Baptist  fellowship. 


Joe  H.  Tuten  announces  his  retirement  from  the  pastorate  of  Calvary 
Church,  Jackson,  after  27  years.  Tuten  came  to  Calvary  from  First 
Church,  Biloxi.  He  and  his  wife,  fire  former  Ruth  Jarrell,  will  return  to 
his  home  state  of  South  Carolina  upon  his  retirement. 


SBC  treasurer  Porter  Routh  signs  the  largest  check  ever  sent  to  an 
agency  of  the  Convention  —  $2,692,147  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 


11  ^  ^  1  * _ i  •  1 

■  «  •  ,  sr/’ 

bo.  Baptists  ignore  dang 

er  to  minister  m  Kenya 

TIGONI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  Helicopters  cooking  on  wood 
swoop  in,  hovering  over  fire  rioting  youth,  fires.  Shoulder-high 

even  a  total  stranger  —  close  by 
with  battery  cables.  They  would 
hook  up  their  battery  and 
strong  engine  to  my  dead  bat¬ 
tery  and  powerless  engine  and 
get  me  started.  Even  though  we 
do  not  have  an  external  gauge 
that  we  can  watch  and  see  our 
battery  level  we  can  keep  up  to 
with  our  strength. 


Christ 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


like  it  would  be  good  if  we  had 
some  gauge  that  we  could  look 
at  and  tell  if  our  batteries  are 
charged  or  if  they  are  just  about 
drained.  It  might  help  us  out  in 
getting  through  life,  especially 
when  we  are  facing  tough 
times. 

Have  you 
when  a  little  cool 
the  weather  durii 
so  many  cars  v 


Honor  o 

Your 


How?  Well,  there  are  external 
things  to  watch. 

Tne  weather  folks  watch  the 
externals.  It  is  die  weather  peo- 

E*  who  let  us  know  the  possi- 
outbreaks  of  bad  weather 
to  take  place  and 
zh-risk  areas  are 
going  to  be.  We  need  to  pay 
to  provide  attention  to  the  external  forces 
they  could  around  us  that  are  going  to 
Goa  wants  affect  us  and  draw  on  our 
strength.  Wisdom  dictates  that 
we  should  be  alert  to  people 
around  us  who  might  be  zap¬ 
ping  and  draining  our  energy. 
Have  you  noticed  those  kinds 


would  need  Him  every  day,  so 
He  would  give  them  manna 
each  morning.  They  were  not  to 
along  accumulate  or  stash  it  away  in 
mg  as  reserve  for  weeks  at  a  time,  for 
it  would  just  ruin.  It  is  not  that 
He  did  not  want  them  to  have  that  are 
the  precious  manna;  He  wanted  where  I 
them  to  learn  to  trust  Him  each 
day.  He  was  going 
for  their  needs,  anc 
you  are  depend  upon  Him. 
will  be  us  to  leam  and  live  by  that  prin- 

_  ou  are.  tiple  of  trusting  Him  moment- 

Regardless  of  how  powerful  by-moment  and  day-by -day.  He 
your  engine  may  be,  if  your  will  provide  for  us. 
reserve  power  in  your  battery  is  the  exception  ti — 

gone,  nothing  is  going  l_  --r  - --  „ 

pen.  enough  for  two  days.  On  that 

Think  about  your  spiritual  day  when  they  were  supposed 
battery  for  a  moment.  There  is  a  to  be  looking  tz  thr f  1 : 
sense  in  which  you  cannot  save  i 
up  spiritual  capital  for  a  rainy  worshipped  Him, 
its  day,  but  there  is  a  sense  in  was  already  in  pL 
ring  which  walking  with  the  Lord  physical  needs.  The  uuu 
and  will  enable  you  to  be  ready,  provides  also  can  preserve, 
strengthened,  undergirded,  and 
overshadowed  by  tne  help  that 
comes  from  the  Lord.  It  is  not  as 
though  you  can  fill  up  a  bucket 


could  not  handle  it 

The  battery  in  our  car  may  be 
a  whole  lot  like  our  sp' 
battery,  in  that  we  rock 
and  do  pretty  well  as  k 
the  weather  is  good  and 
fairly  easy,  but  then  when  die 
weather  changes,  times  are  dif¬ 
ficult  and  we  are  pressed  in 
new  ways,  he  battery  may  go 
kaput  Now,  as  you  well  know, 
when  the  battery 


ever  noticed  how 
p  comes  in 
Fie  fall  that 
not  start? 
Through  he  years  I  can  remem¬ 
ber  numerous  times  when  I 
would  go  out  and  get  in  the  car 
ami  it  would  growl  a  little  bit 
and  hen  just  stt  there.  It  would 
not  crank.  It  was  hen  and  only 
then  hat  the  battery  got  my  full 
attention,  for  to  my  total  sur¬ 
prise  it  had  lost  all  of  its 
strength  and  would  not  per¬ 
form  tne  one  operation  that  was 
needed  the  most.  It  was  just 
dead. 

Now  if  the  truth  be  known 
and  if  what  I  am  told  is  factual, 
what  happens  to  the  battery  is 
hat  it  gradually  loses 
strength  and  may  be  livinp 
right  on  he  edge  of  life  t 
deah.  The  cold  weather  hat 
comes  in  suddenly  puts  it  over 
the  edge,  and  it  will  just  not 
work.  Now,  as  long  as  he 
weather  was  fine  and  things 
were  going  well  he  battery 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deah  (7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

G  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  his 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


_ was 

_  the  exception  that  before  the  _ _ 

to  hap-  Sabbath  Day  they  could  gather  of  people  around  you?  Isn't  it 
•  . —  j —  '"*-  *L-i  interesting  that  just  to  be  in 

l  some  people's  presence  is  a 

_ o  to  he  Lord'in  new  force  of  strength,  help,  and 

and  wonderful  ways  as  they  encouragement/  Other  people 
,  everything  always  seem  to  say  the  right 
•lace  for  their  wora  and  do  he  right  thing  at 
"he  God  who  the  wrong  time  to  make  you 
!.  feel  depleted,  inadequate,  and 

to  another  even  empty.  I  am  not  suggest- 
eed  to  consid-  ing  hat  you  just  ignore,  avoid, 
for  us  to  see  or  never  be  around  hose  kinds 
ive  in  reserve,  of  folks,  but  just  as  a  person 
It  is  difficult  for  us  to  measure  who  hears  that  there  is  a  front 
what  sort  of  reserve  we  have,  coming  through  with  possible 
but  it  is  also  impossible  for  us  to  hail,  winds,  apd  torrential  rains 
see  what  strength  is  available  in  doesn't  go  running  out  to  stand 
others.  We  may  be  able  to  see  in  it,  I  would  suggest  hat  here 
some  things  that  may  cause  us  are  times  that  you  might  be  best 
to  wonder  if  a  friend  or  family  served  not  to  be  drained  any- 
member  has  enough  reserve  to  more. 

get  through.  Maybe  you  have  Another  thing  that  would  be 
observed  a  friend  who  is  going  healthy  to  watch  is  the  internal 
through  a  very  difficult  time.  It  resources.  While  the  externals 
just  seems  as  hough  one  diffi-  can  affect  you,  not  paying  atten- 
culty  after  another  is  layered  on  tion  to  he  internal  needs  and 
in  tneir  life  and  at  every  turn  refreshing  he  supply  of  inter¬ 
something  seems  to  be  going  nal  resources  can  fee  critical.  For 
wrong.  How  much  can  hey  me  personally,  I  have  found  hat 


Saturday,  March  8 
10  am  -  3  pm 

Antioch  Baptist  Church, 
1044  High  School  Rd. 
Leakesville,  MS  39451 


Special  guest:  Ventriloquist  Judy  Marfoy 

Live  music  by  The  Worship  Bind  A  youth  praise  band  of 
Lucedak’s  FBC 

Free  admission,  free  food,  rocfcdimbing  wall,  church  booths, 
downs,  inflatable  jumpers  ft  lots  more  fun  for  the  whole  family 

Registration  begins  at  10  am 

Directions:  take  bwy  63  north  to  Hwy  $7  south  at  Leakesville 
Turn  left  onto  High  School  Road  (at  Wildcat  Komer). 

Antioch  church  is  3  4  miles  past  Green  County  High  School. 

For  more  info,  call  Jimmy  Holcomb  at  the 
GeoegpGmm  Baptist  Association  office,  601-947-4961. 
Sponsored  by  the  George-Greene  Baptist  Association 
&  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


February  21, 2008 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


February  21,  2008 


HouseTopc  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


young  Pastor’s  Retreat 

Dealing  loith  the  Stuff  of  Min 


VBS  Leadership 
Trainings 
are  back  for  a08! 


April  21,  North  Oxford,  Oxford 
FBC,  Louisville 
FBC,  Natchez 

April  22,  Gaston,  Booneville 
FBC,  Beizoni 
FBC,  Purvis 

April  24,  Clarksdale,  Clarksdale 
FBC,  Meridian 


CONFERENCES  OFFERED 
Outrigger  Island 

Younger  Preschool  Conference 
Older  Preschool  Conference 
Younger  Children's  Conference 
Middle  Children's  Conference 
Older  Children's  Conference 
Youth  Conference  Adult  Conference 
Pastor/Evangelism  Conference 
General  Officer  Conference 
Special  Ministries  Conference 
Children's  Rotation: 

Missions.  Music.  Crafts.  Snacks 

Club  VBS  •  Cactus  Canyon  a 


Pine  Ridge  Lodge  ' 

Lake  Tiak  O’Khata,  Louisville,  Miss 

(Highway  15  south  of  Louisville) 


MARCH  28-29,  2008 
2  p.m.  on  Friday  - 1  p.m.  on  Saturday 
For  pastors  age  30  and  younger 

Casual  dress 


Schedule  for  ail  conferences: 
6:30  p.m.  Worship  rally 
7-9  p.m.  Conference 


The  retreat  brings  together  young  pastors  to  focus  on  the  essentials  of 
ministry  and  good  pastoral  work  in  today’s  environment.  Opportunities 
win  be  provided  to  network  with  other  young  pastors  from  across  the 
state  and  dialogue  about  current  realities  in  ministry.  Plan  to  attend  for 
your  benefit  and  the  benefit  of  other  young  pastors. 

For  more  info,  please  contact  Alan  Woodward 

•  Phone:  601 .292.3308  or  800.748.1651,  ext.  308 

•  E-mail:  awoodward@mbcb.org 

•  Fax:  601.714.7426 

•  Mail:  C.  Alan  Woodward,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  39205-0530 


Headers 

Chuck  Register 
*  John  Temple 
Ron  Mumbower 
■  Robin  Nichols 


WE  ENCOURAGE  YOU  TO  SEND  YOUR  CHURCH  VBS  LEADERSHIP  TO 
BE  A  PART  OF  THIS  EXCITING  EVENT.  WE  GUARANTEE  A  FUN  TIME  OF 
FELLOWSHIP 

To  register  or  for  more  information  contact  Angie  Boydstun. 
Preschool/Children's  Consultant  with  the  Sunday  School  Dept  at  601 .292.3294 
or  1 .800.748.1651,  ext  294,  or  by  E-mail  aboydstunOmbcb.org 


East  Mississippi 
Sisters  Who  Really  Care  Rally 
"Running  the  Race" 

Saturday,  May  17,  2008 
9  a.m.  - 1  p.m. 

Lauderdale  Association  Office,  Marion 
Cost:  Bring  Someone  With  You! 


Monday,  March  3  -  FBC,  Starkville 
Tuesday,  March  4  -  FBC,  Mendenhall 

1 0:1 5  a.m  -  2:00  p.m. 

No  cost/Lunch  provided! 


TOPICS: 

■  Developing  Student  Leaders 

■  Being  an  Effective  Teacher/Speaker 

■  Cultivating  a  Missions/Service  Mindset 


Enjoy  a  Saturday  with  Sisters  - 
Inspiring  Worshipf  Sharing ,  Prayer 
and  a  fun  Teatime  are  planned , 
especially  for  you! 

^  Don 't  miss  it!  Casual  attire. 

Questions?  Call  the  Mississippi  wMu,  601-292-3324  or  1-800-748-1651 


’  A  "Rookie"  session  is  designed  for  those  new  to 
student  ministry  or  new  to  their  church  at  9:30  a.m 
SPEAKER  ■  "Things  I  Wish  I  Knew  When  I  Started." 

Gary  Permenter 


To  register,  please  E-mail  khall@mbcb.org  or  call  1-800-748-1651. 
ext.  283.  It  will  really  help  us  if  you  would  let  us  know  you're  comingl 


mm** MbMMN 


July  14-18,  2008 
Mississippi  College 


Family 


SEE  Vi/ HAT  HAPPENS  WHEN  STUDENTS 
UNITE  WITH  ONE  VOICE  AND  PASSION. 


PREPARE.  WORSHIP.  GO 


2008  Singes  Retreat 

May  17-18 

Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 


Registration:  Saturday,  1:30  p.m. 
Cost:  Unit  A  -  $45 

2-4  persons  with  a  private 
bath,  includes  linens 

Unit  B  -  $35 

4-10  individuals  with  shared 
bath,  includes  linens 

Commuter  -  $10 

Saturday  octivities/BBQ 

Send  registration  fee  to: 

MBCB  -  Conference 
Ministry  Office 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 

For  more  information  call: 


Registration  be< 
We  will  adjourn 

Antioch  BC, 

601-394-2667 


800-748-1681 


Receive  o  t-shirt  when  you  register  by  May  1 

Deadline  to  register  is  May  12. 


Judy  Marby,  Ventrliod 
Children’s  activities  /  boot 
clowns  /  and  much  morel 
(Sponsored  the  OeargsOmM  Baptted 


March  27-29, 2008 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


hieeday,  March  4  /  Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton  /  9  a.m.-2  p.m 

CosE  $  ]  0  indudes  meals  (Deadline  to  register  is  Feb.  25.) 

$5  af  the  door  (no  meals  included] 

To  register  call  MBCB  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3373,  or  E-mail 
gshowsOmbcb.org  or  dbrashierOmbcb.org. 

This  leadership  lab  is  for  all  leaders  of  55  plus  adults,  officers, 
Sunday  School  teachers,  ministers,  etc.  Handouts  will  be  available 

9  a.m.  Registration  and  refreshments 
9.30  a.m.  Welcome  -  'Seniors  on  Mission  with  God' 
Bob  Jackson,  Director  of  Senior  Missions  Lab, 
NOBTS 

10:30  a.m.  Break 

1 0.45  a.m.  Eileen  Wright,  Alabama  Baptist  Convention 

Senior  Adult  Consultant 
noon  Lunch 

1  p.m.  Panel  Discussions  with  Bob  and  Eileen 

2  p.m.  Adjourn 


CHURCH  LIBRARY 
MINISTRY  RETREAT 

BROCHURE  WITH  MORE  INFO 
TO  BE  MAILED  SOON!!! 


CONFERENCES  AND  CONFERENCE  LEADERS 

Basic  Administration  -  Led  by  Sue  Berthelot 

Developing  &  Nurturing  Mxr  Ministry  Tfeam  -  Led  toy  Eva  Neil  Hunter 

Keeping  the  Main  Thing  The  Main  Thing  -  Led  by  Sue  Berthelot 

Lett  Met  MeMI«&  Minnie  -  Led  by  Eva  Nell  Hunter 

Reaching  the  "IV  -  Led  by  Sue  Berthelot 

Tips,  THcks  and  Tidbits  -  Led  by  Eva  Nell  Hunter 

•Stamping  101  -  Led  by  Susan  Robinson 

Going  Beyond:  Stamping  201  -  Led  by  Susan  Robinson 


QUESTIONS? 

Contact 
Judy  Chen 
MBCB 

Communication 
Services 
I  -800-748- 1 65 1 
601-292-3378 
jchen®mbcb.org 


i  o  o  e 
PREACHIMO 


Featured 

Presenter 

Jerry  Songer 

Interim  pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Orangeburg,  S.C. 


Monday,  April  2 1 

First  Baptist  Church 

Louisville 

Tuesday,  April  22 

First  Baptist  Church 
Natchez 


For  more  information,  contact: 
(60 1 )  968-3800  or  l  -800-748- 1651, 
ext.  305,  or  KmcdonnellOmbcb.org 
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Tuesday,  March  4 
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Tuesday,  March  25 
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for  registration  - 
mformat'on  contact 
VgCS  Conference 
c“ o*  5C t 

32 1  j  fc  o’ocrorn 
infom-c*  on  costae*  Bt 
MSC5  Sunday 

S:hcc  c c r * t-’ pt f 
a*  0\j  •  *g  *  j  •>  *. 


ros  comh'.t:  we's  3  5 


WORSHIP 
ff  CHURCH  BiBiEsruor 
.  HOfiSFBACK  fifOlNG 
i  AMBWIfi?  SOP'S  COOKS' 

m  “  AnCH'SY/Kiri'KT 
i  riSHiyo 


Thursday,  March  27 


CONFERENCES: 

•  Forgiveness 

K  \  [ '  l  ' 

•  Picking  up  the  Pieces 


CONFERENCES: 

Singleness  wi*h  a  Purpose 

One- Won  1 


CONFERENCES: 

Singleness  with  a  Purpose 

Five  Love  Languages 


For  more  info, 


For  ah  boys  and  gnus  who  have 

COMPUTED  GRADES  3*7 

Bible  study,  Bible  memorization,  Bible  skill,  worship, 
campfire  service,  morning  watch,  time  with  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries,  horseback  riding,  rifle  range  [safety/ 
marksmanship],  swimming,  canoeing,  four-square 

•••  and  much  morel 

■■hmhh  Each  church  group  must  have  an 

adult  male  counselor  for  every  six 
boys  for  portion  thereof)  and  an 
| adult  female  counselor  for  every 
jjy  six  girls  for  portion  thereof), 

mk  >  j  Campers  are  together  with  the 

"  TB  counselors  from  their  church  all 

Camp  begins  wMi  chock-in  at  2  pjn., 


J  wi,h  ^50  |T^ 

deposit  ■l|tej 
due  with 
preregislrafion 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Discipleship 
and  Family  Ministry  Department 
601-292-3287  or  dhiclcsembcb.org 


S  U  ill  ill  C  ‘i  ij  .»  U  i  tl  C  l  ill  p  > 


at  601-2923373 
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Stuub  Community.  Colteye 
{Raymond ,  Mb*. 
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Connect  with  a  missionary/outreach  in  order  to 
develop  more  focused  and  ongoing  continuity 
and  interest  for  your  church's  mission  activities 


cate  their  musical  skis  to  be 
used  tor  God*  glory  and  honor. 


the  uncomlng  elections  In  the 
USA  and  bring  about  His  per¬ 
fect  w«  tor  our  country,  toy 
far  Christians  to  prayerM*  w* 


A  tongaerm  training  inUalKre  has 
begun  In  Central  Asia.  Please 
pray  tor  those  \Mho  attend,  ask¬ 
ing  that  they  wi  twel  satArto 


Associattonal  Missions  Dkedots 
Interpretation  Meeting,  Camp 
Garaywa  |MS|.  Pray  that  each 
AMD**  ggactearunderjrand- 

^.^HBS^Sf 

mere  offers.  PraPHt  thqr  wi 
have  God*  WB®m  »  determine 
which  upcoming  events  \MI 
uniquely  benellt  the  churches  in 
the*  association 


Pray  for  a  worker  b  travel¬ 
ing  to  another  country.  Wh»e 
there,  he  wfl  teach  a  group  of 
church  leaden,  arrange  to  haw 


A  Christian  chiach  in  India  put 
on  a  Christmas  program  in  a 
Brahaman  rtndu  community  in 
Petr  The  otouQ  was  so  excited 
to  hear  avunessmat  they 
invited  the  Chrtttlfk to  come 
back  on  a  nxyuh^bps  and 
share.  PrayGcorfFued  ope- 
ness  and  lor  God  to  give  this 
church  the  wisdom  and  leader¬ 
ship  to  fuMW  the  opportunity 


Camp  Garaywa  |MM08).  Pray 

that  people  in  our  state  vM  come 


Pray  with  Cuban  Baptists  who 
want  I  mMon  people  on  their 
Island  to  personaiy  know  Christ 
bv  the  year  20 10  .  They  are  ca«- 


pray  that  the  fcattnalwfhc 
keep  the  youhg  churches  tt 
fuly  tethered  to  God*  Word. 


Btoles  and  audio  ifWenals  they 

need.  Please  pray  that  we  w* 
be  able  to  orgaribe  a  longterm 
effort  to  dsdple  those  \Mx> 
respond  positively  to  the  gospel.' 


Prayer  far  Cuba.' begirwlng 
Easter  Sunday.  2008 


Pray  tor  each  gkl  to  deepen  their 
committment  to  Christ 


Doug  is  directa  of  international 
ministries  tor  Moble  Association 
in  Aatoama.  Pray  God  wl  give 
churches  a  wpon  for  the  29  Ian- 


Lawrence  and  Laura  am  church 
planters  in  Oklahoma.  Lawrence 
pastors  Good  Shepherd  Chapel 
and  is  pleasedaawotkwfth 


Senior  Adi*  Leadership  Lab, 
Camp  Garaywa.  Pray  tor  this 
new  training  lab  ministry  vAich 
is  for  the  puposjpf  teaching 
people  how  to  Actively  minrsr 
ter  to  senior  iuirn  thee 
churches.  Pray  tome  senior 


1)  North  American  Mtotons 
Emphasis  Ufcek  |wMu|;  |2| 
EdCte  Is  dkedor  of  mWons  tor 


the  B^  Sky 


and  that  He  wit  ser 
missionaiytdswee 
tmemaBonal  Langu 
as  wel  as  port  chap 
mMsay  to  seafarer. 


their  commu- 


needsoffam 
rdy.  Pray  tor 


events  to  torihp  «  Kingdom  of 
Godandcreatonewopportuir- 
ties  to  ejq»nd  this  ministry  to  the 


say  tor  God*  continued  protec¬ 
tion  and  tor  God  to  be  gtoriBed. 


need  btvocattonai 
tie  of  Mng  in  rural 


in  ministry 


Global  Impact  Celebration 

February  29, 2  p.m.  -  March  1 ,  noon . 
Camp  Garaywa 


Mississippi  wMu  Association al  Missions 


Leadership  Training 


April  18-19, 2008 

Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center 

Registration  of  lodging  and  meals  required. 

Call  Lisa  Miller  In  the  MS  wMu  office  for  registration  form 


Special  Guests  YOU  can  connect  with ... 

•  David  Andrew  Fox,  International  Sports  Missions 

This  is  a  great  connection  for  you  if  you  are  interested  in  sports 
missions!  Donl  miss  this  opportunity  to  interact  with  David! 

•  Kevin  Shearer,  Lima  Pem  Strategy  Coordinator 

Learn  more  about  ways  you  can  connect  with  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  Peru!  Start  an  ongoing  relationship  with  Peruvians. 

•  Clark  Rumfett,  pastor,  Church  at  Westerly,  Westerly,  Rhode  Island 
You  can  make  a  difference  in  New  England!  Come  meet  Clark  and 
plan  a  church  mission  trip  to  New  England! 

•  Tarry  Sharp,  IMB,  director,  State  and  Association  Relations  - 
Terry  helps  state  convention  leaders  and  local  associations  devel¬ 
op  strategies  and  products  to  mobilize  for  missions. 

•  Karen  Moore,  MBCB  consultant,  Missions  Mobilization.  Karen  will 
teach  two  conferences  on  Chronological  Bible  Storying.  This  is  an 
important  skill  to  utilize  with  illiterate  or  pre-literate  groups.  A  great 
skill  to  use  in  the  USA  or  internationally! 


General  Assembly 

Session  1  -  Leadership  Conferences 

Session  2  -  Leadership  Conferences 

Free  time  with  options 

Dinner  &  Worship  Celebration  combined 

Session  3  -  Leadership  Conferences 

Fellowship 


Breakfast  with  Missions  Moments 
Session  4  -  Leadership  Conferences 
Break 

Session  5  -  Leadership  Conferences 
Session  6  -  Idea  Swap 

Lunch  &  Commissioning  of  Associattonal  Teams 
Optional  planning  -  Associattonal  team  planning  on  your  own 


For  more  Info,  contact  MBCB  Missions  Mobilization  at 
1  -800-748-1 651  or  001  -292-3398  or  bbridges@mbcb.org 


Controversial  pastor  again  under  scrutiny 


BUENA  PARK,  Calif.  (BP  Convention  (SBC)  second  vice 
and  local  reports)  —  The  president  and  used  it  to 
Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  endorse  a  candidate  for  US. 
has  opened  an  inquiry  into  an  Senate.  He  received  a  stem 
Aug.  11,  2007,  '  personal  warning  from  D.  August  Boto, 

endorsement"  of  presidential  the  SBC  Executive  Committee's 
candidate  Mike  Huckabee  general  counsel  that  such  activ- 
issued  by  Wiley  Drake,  pastor  ities  should  cease, 
of  First  Southern  Baptist  In  a  letter  dated  Feb.  5,  IRS 
Church  of  Buena  Park,  Calif.,  staff  member  Marsha  A. 
on  church  letterhead.  Ramirez  informed  the  church 

That  endorsement  was  fol-  that  the  federal  agency  was 
lowed  three  days  later  with  a  opening  "a  church  tax  inquiry- 
similar  announcement  on  a  because  we  believe  it  is  neces- 
local  radio  program  Drake  sary  to  resolve  questions  con- 
broadcasts  from  the  church  ceming  your  tax-exempt  status 
building.  as  a  church."  The  letter  indud- 

Drake  is  a  perennial  pres-  ed  a  lengthy  list  of  questions 
ence  at  open  microphones  dur-  about  the  endorsements, 
ing  general  business  sessions  of  The  inquiry  is  the  result  of  a 
annual  meetings.  He  is  best  complaint  against  Drake  filed 
known  in  Southern  Baptist  dr-  about  six  months  ago  by  an 
des  for  his  successful  motion  at  advocacy  group,  Americans 
the  1997  SBC  annual  meeting  to  United  for  Separation  of 
boycott  The  Disney  Company  Church  and  State,  after  Drake 
for  its  support  of  homosexual  announced  his  endorsement, 
activist  causes.  Messengers  to  Americans  United  issued  a 
the  2005  annual  meeting  statement  Feb.  13  to  praise  the 
approved  a  resolution  ending  IRS  for  opening  an  inquiry, 
tne  boycott.  "I  commend  the  IRS  for 

Drake  also  clashed  with  investigating  Pastor  Drake's 
local  authorities  over  the  use  of  flagrant  abuse  of  church 
the  neighborhood  church  he  resources,"  said  Barry  W. 
pastors  as  a  ministry  to  home-  Lynn,  Americans  United  exec- 
less  people,  and  he  was  briefly  utive  director,  in  the  press 
in  the  media  spotlight  in  2006  release.  "This  is  a  clear  signal 
when  he  created  letterhead  for  to  clergy  that  the  IRS  is  serious 
himself  as  Southern  Baptist  about  enforcing  federal  tax 
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ated  with  or  paid  for  by  the 
ES church.  There  was  no  church 
Sw-Jr  money  spent  He  did  identify 
himself  as  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  but  that  is  perfectly 
^  permissible." 

I  Filing  the  IRS  complaint  is 
I  an  attempt  by  Americans 
I  United  to  silence  pastors  in  the 
|  public  arena,  Stanley  added. 
’'One  of  the  things  Americans 
United  has  done  over  the  years 
is  put  forth  a  version  of  the 
facte  that  has  no  basis  in  reality. 
>  Right  It  is  just  an  intimidation  tactic," 
church-  he  said. 

>olitical  "They  are  flat-out  wrong  on 
putting  the  facte,  and  they  are  flat-out 
>'  tax  wrong  on  the  law.  They  know 
lericans  it,  but  they  continue  to  try  to 
piritual-  intimidate  pastors  into 
n  which  silence. 

ote  for."  "Pastors  have  the  same 
Erik  First  Amendment  rights  as 


WXM  LZYPY  HWOY  W 


UKSHY  NPKO  ZYWUYX, 


JWBSXT,  LZKC  WPL  OB 


QYRKUYM  JKX  SX  AZKO  S 


WO  AYRR  ERYWJYM 


OWPV  KXY:  YRYUYX 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeks 
puzzle:  Genesis  Four:  Six. 


1.  Mississippi  College's  School  of  Education  has 

hired  Tommye  Henderson  to  teach  in  die  school's 
new  doctoral  program,  beginning  fall,  2008. 
Henderson  was  the  Clinton  Public  Schools  super¬ 
intendent. 


MS  Audio  llc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


2.  Green  Acres  star  Tom  Lester  will  speak  at  the 
Christian  Leadership  Lecture  Mar.  3, 9:30  a.m.,  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus  of  William  Carey  University. 


Trooper  Hales 

info@  msaudiol  lc  .com 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


3.  Clint  Martin,  a  Tuskegee  historian  and  artist,  will 
speak  at  William  Carey  University  Feb.  26  at  7 

6m.  in  the  Student  Conference  Center  of  Wilkes 
all  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Sponsored  by  the  African  r 

American  Cultural  Society,  the  \ 

Eresentation  is  a  part  of  Black  j 
listory  Month  events  at  : 

Carey. 


PEN  HOUSE 


Saturday  February  23 
10  am  &  1  pm 

Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame,  Jackson 

Entertainment,  refreshments  and  trip  information. 
Groups  welcome. 

Call  601-371-8733  for  reservations 
and  to  be  eligible  for  $5,000  in  prizes! 

Win  trip  for  2  to  Pensacola,  PL  to  see  Bill  Gaither  & 
Ernie  Haase  in  concert  3  days  2  nights  at  Crown  Plaza 
&  Bellingrath  Gardens  &  Naval  Aviation  Museum. 

PURPOSE  DRIVEN  TOURS 
2008  tour  schedule:  Alaska,  The  Wild  West,  rural  New 
England  in  the  Pall,  Branson  in  the  Ozarks,  National  Quartet 
Convention,  Gaither  concert  &  festival,  Smokey  Mountain 
Christmas,  Nashville  Christmas,  Washington  &  Williamsburg 


a  biology  nonors  student,  and 
Jack  Moser,  associate  profes¬ 
sor,  have  been  named  the  Blue 
Mountain  College  HEAD- 
WAE  student  and  faculty 
member  for  2008.  Higher 
Education  Appreciation 
Day  /Working  for  Academic 
Excellence  was  established  by 
the  Mississippi  Legislature  in 

1988  and  recognized  students  . 

and  faculty  members  from  each  of  the  state's  36  public  and  private  colleges  and  universities 

5.  William  Carey  University  recently  announced  officers  for  the  2008  Board  of  Trustees  inch 
Joseph  Fail  of  Bay  Springs,  chair  ot  Committee  on  Budget,  Finance,  Investments  and  Audits;  l 


5.  WCU  2008  Board  of  Trustees  officers 
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First  Baptist  Church,  Sherwood,  Ark 
April  21  22,  2008 

Step  into  God's  plan 
for  the  former 
Soviet  Union... 


Register  online  at  hope4cee.org 


Tkte  Church,  Corinth,  has  called  Harold  Turner  as  minister  of  musk 
and  senior  adults.  Hirner  comes  from  First  Church,  Calhoun  Gty.  He 
holds  degrees  from  Delta  State  University  and  Southern  Seminary. 

Bill  Barton  has  retired  as  pastor  after  15  years  at  Wade  Church,  Moss 
Point  Oliver  Cagle,  Mobile,  ALl,  is  serving  as  interim  pastor. 

*  / 

Big  Ridse  Church,  D'Iberville,  has  called  Raymond  Gilbert  as  pastor. 
His  family  indudes  wife  Jennifer  and  sons,  Alexander  and  Zachary. 


Calvary 
Revival 
a.m.;  nil 
Mon.  - 


Church,  Macon: 
Mar.  2-5;  Sun.,  9:30 
htly,  6:30  p.m.;  lunch, 
Ifecf.,  noon;  Jim  Futral, 
speaker;  Chuck  Cotton,  music; 
Greg  Duncan,  pastor. 

Trie  Church,  Corinth:  Revival, 
Feb.  24-27;  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  noon  lun¬ 
cheon  and  7  p.m.;  Danny 
Lanier,  speaker;  Harold  Turner, 
music;  Gregg  Thomas,  music. 

Wyatte  Church,  Senatobia: 
Revival  results;  51  people 
saved,  eight  joining  by  letter. 

Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal: 
Centennial  Celebration,  Aug.  9 
-10;  for  information,  contact 
Wendall  Frazier  at  (601)  583- 
1743  or 

wfrazier^Ppetalharvey.ors;  the 
committee  is  seeking  ola  pho¬ 
tos,  memorabilia,  and  newspa¬ 
per  articles  to  use  in  writing  the 
History  of  the  church. 

ML  Olive  Church,  Smithdale: 
Revival  Feb.  24  -  27;  Sun.,  11 
a.m  and  1  p.m;  Gene  Douglas, 
speaker;  Lynn  Harrington, 
music;  Joey  Barnard,  pastor. 


E.  Lowell  Adams,  89,  of  Memphis  died  Jan.  21  at  Baptist  Desoto 
Hospital.  Adams  was  pastor  emeritus  of  Gracewood  Church, 
Southaven.  Adams  pastored  churches  in  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and 
Missouri  and  held  several  denominational  posts.  He  held  degrees 
from  William  Jewel  College  and  Southern  Seminary.  He  was  pre¬ 
ceded  in  death  by  his  wife  Jeanne. 


RITA  SWEATT: 

Atth&feetofje&uy 


We  are  having  our  annual  community 
Bible  study  conference  “At  the  Feet  of  Jesus 
featuring  Rita  Sweatt,  February  28th 
&  March  1st  at  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church, 
Tupelo,  Mississippi. 


Registration  is  Fab.  29,  5:30  pm  with  the  conference 
beginning  at  6:30  pm.  Registration  on  Saturday 
March  1st  at  8  am  with  conference  beginning  at  8:30  am. 


Tickets  are  $20  &  are  available  at 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
or  write  Community  Bible  Study, 
P.  0.  Box  15,  Amory,  MS  38821 
or  call  662-257-9043  for  more  info. 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE:  CABIN  IN  GATLINBURC  FOR  RENT: 
Medicare  supplements,  major  med-  2  bedrm  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  great 
ical,  &  small  group  health  insurance  view  °f  National  fark,  $95.00/nite. 
plans  available  for  individuals  &  ^  (281)  855-4469 

churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662)  231-  °j..  '0401/0141-  Em*'1 

4487  for  rates  or  visit  www.tumerin-  jgjfsAI^/S^  OR^  MOOR  » 

fyancaonilne.com.  - - -  DK401.  Wry  good  condition.  Appraised 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING  value  -  $2,50Ov£uld  accept  an^eason- 
MS  &  Al_  since  1992.  Call  (800)605^970.  able  offer.  Call  Foray  at  «*>1  >  544-2589. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES.  HIGHLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat-  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  is  accepting 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krinkl-  resumes  for  itetor.  Seminary  degree  and 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  minimum  five  years  experience  required. 
Company  offoxas,  (800)  726-8291 .  Pk»se  send  resume  to  stones9cafcs.net. 

CHRISTIAN  lONf.  DISTANCE:  14  ma'1  *°  Steve  Sto°e  *  203  Carol 


BAPTISTS 


www.mbcb.org 


SALEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MARSHALL  COUNT*  MISS.,  seeking 
part-time  youth  director  with  potential 
for  growth.  Please  send  resume  to  youth 
director  search  committee,  P.O.  Box 

734.  Ffotts  Camp,  MS  36659. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  CURA, 
MISS.,  Wayne  association,  is  searching 
for  a  part-time  minister  of  musk.  Please 
call  church  office  at  (601)  735-2176. 
Or  email  pastor  Richard  Bradley  at 
1stbaptislclara9bellsouth.net  for  more 

information. _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  VERONA, 
MISS.,  accepting  resumes  for  pastor 
and  minister  of  music  and  youth 
through  March  15.  Please  send  resume 
to  FBC  Verona,  P.O.  Box  1093,  Verona, 
MS  388 7 9,  attn:  search  committee. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
LIVINGSTON  is  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  at  foil-time  minister  at  musk. 
Resumes  will  be  accepted  through  March 
17,  2006.  Submit  resumes  to  Livingston 
First  Baptist  Church,  attention:  musk  min¬ 
ister  search  team,  P.O.  Box  118, 
Livingston,  LA  70754  or  email  to 
u  imtvueii9uain.net. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  BRANOON 

Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
from  qualified  applicants  for  the  staff 
position  of  minister  at  musk  and  wor¬ 
ship.  Resumes  may  be  submitted  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Kevin  Coopec  associate  pastor 
of  worship  and  students,  c/o  FBC 
Brandon,  309  S.  College  St,  Brandon, 
MS  39042.  Or  email  to 
KLCoaper9FBCBrandon.com  and  cc: 

Dlott9FBCBrandon.com. _ _ 

EAST  MOSS  POINT  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
ladoon  County,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  foil- 
time  pastor.  Please  send  resume  to  East 
Moss  Point  Baptist  Church,  pastor  search 
committee,  7842  Misty  Meadow  Dr., 


ROSELAND  PARK  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

in  Picayune,  Miss.,  is  searching  for  a 
full-time  minister  of  musk.  Worship 
services  (2  in  the  a.m.,  and  1  evening) 
are  blended  in  musical  style.  Seminary 
degree  or  current  student  preferred. 
Send  resumes  to  2130  Highway  11 
North,  Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn: 
musk  search  committee. 

BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Water 
Valley,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
music/youth  minister.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  do 
Bill  Finch,  500  S.  Main  Street,  Water 
Valley,  MS  38965-3327.  email:  bfinch- 
es9faeihiouth.net  phone.  (662)  473- 

3667. _ 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC/YOUTH .  Parkview  Baptist 
Church,  Greenville,  MS  it  seeking  a 
full-time  minister  of  musk  and/or 
youth.  Please  send  resume  to 
Personnel  Committee,  712  McAllister 
Street,  Greenville,  MS  38701  or  email 
to  parfcviewp9bellsouth.net. 


chare*  Ga  ADVENTUTORjraCA  SPRINGS,  AR 

charge.  Call  1  ”6^587^34*  w  and  Branson,  MO.  May  5-9.  Pine 

•PorMraroldtt.  Mountain  lamboree  and  Great  Passion 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Pty.  Contact  foe  Hudson  with  Active 
CHRISTIAN  owned.  All  home  improve-  Christian  fours,  (601)  933.2061  or  (601) 
menti,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  842.6147  Deadline  for  reservations  is 

shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  March  1 .  Groups  welcome. _ 

glass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  MORGAN  CITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  has 
Sebren,  owners.  a  steeple  to  give  away.  It  b  constructed  of 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti  ^ 

phoneJ601)  77^6617  _  truck  for  transportation.  For  more  info 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and  call  Hr,  David  at  (662)  299-8925. 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  Jackson,  MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITY,  looking  for 

(877)  477-1699. _  someone  wanting  to  be  involved  with 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  sublimation  (photo  transfer  to  ceramk 
Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair,  tiles)  and/or  internet  research  of  photos 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7956  or  related  to  the  Holy  Land.  Palestine 
call  (800)  368-2705.  Gardensinfo9palestinegardens.org. 


IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG,  MISS.,  seeking  indi¬ 
vidual  for  full-time  minister  of 
music/education.  Please  send 
resume  to  Immanuel  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  personnel  committee,  6949 
Hwy  61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180.  Or  email  to  IBC_person- 
nel9yahoo.com  or  contact  Michael 
Bull  at  (601)218-5325. 


February  21, 2006 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

The  Model 


John  4:4-10, 13-18,  24-26 


By  Andy  Vaughn 


The  following  question 
deserves  a  true  answer  mat  only 
you  can  provide,  “How  many  of 
you  witnessed  to  a  non-believer 
over  the  course  of  the  last  year?* 
Statistics  prove  that  '  most 
Christians  nave  not  shared  their 
faith  in  Christ  over  the  last  year; 
and  even  more  troubling  is  that 
many  Christians  will  never  wit¬ 
ness  to  a  non-Christian.  This 
question  and  its  answer  should 
strike  many  Bible-believing 
church  members  to  die  very 
core. 

Matthew  28:19-20  (NASB) 
states,  “Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  the  nations,  bap¬ 
tizing  them  in  the  name  of  me 
Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  teaching  them  to  observe 
all  that  I  commanded  you;  and 
k),  I  am  with  you  always,  even 
to  the  end  of  the  aee.“  tne  com¬ 


mandment  is  dear;  but 
why  is  it  that  so  many 
Christians  are  not 
active  in  their  witness?  I 
believe  the  answer  to 
why  so  many  Christians  are  not 
sharing  their  faith  js  because 
they  are  following  the  wrong 
mood. 

Jesus  set  the  example  for 
Christians  to  follow.  The  ques¬ 
tion  you  have  to  consider  is, 
“Am  I  willing  to  follow  die 
method  of  witnessing  that  Jesus 
provided  me  with  through 
Scripture?*  Let's  take  a  look  at 
Goa's  word  to  learn  how  we  can 
become  more  effective  witnesses. 

John  4:7  (NASB)  says,  "There 
came  a  woman  of  Samaria  to 
draw  water.  Jesus  said  to  her 
'Give  me  a  drink.'  On  His  way 
to  Galilee  Jesus  had  to  pass 
through  Samaria  according  to 
John  4:4.  While  He  was  in 


Samaria,  Jesus  asked 
this  woman  to  give 
Him  a  drink,  and  at  this 
request  they  began  a 
conversation  that 
would  change  this 
woman's  life  tor  all  of 
eternity.  Jesus  was  will¬ 
ing  to  initiate  contact  so 
that  He  could  witness 
..  to  her.  It  is  so  impor- 

Vaughn  tant  for  us  today  to  initi¬ 
ate  contact  with  those  around  us 
so  that  we  can  be  effective  wit¬ 
nesses  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

The  major  problem  today  is 
that  so  many  Christians  are  not 
willing  to  initiate  contact  with  a 
non-Christian  about  their  faith 
in  Christ.  Many  believe  that  if 


they  can  just  be  a  good  example 
that  is  enough.  Although  being 
a  good  example  is  a  good  start, 
it  often  is  not  enough  when  it 
comes  to  providing  a  witness 
for  someone  that  needs  to  hear 
die  truth  about  Christ. 

Verse  9  describes  the 
woman's  disbelief  that  Jesus,  a 
man,  was  willing  to  speak  with 
her.  This  ought  to  make 
Christians  think  Tong  and  hard 
about  reaching  out  to  those  that 


do  not  know  Christ  We  must 
not  allow  the  label  of  Christian 
or  non-Christian  be  a  barrier 
that  hinders  us  from  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  witness.  Christians 
must  be  willing  to  reach  out  to 
those  that  do  not  believe  in 
Christ  despite  their  differences! 
If  you  are  not  willing  to  spread 
the  Gospel  to  those  mat  do 
believe,  who  will? 

John  4:15  (NASB)  says,  “The 
woman  said  to  Him,  'Sir;  give 
me  this  water,  so  I  will  not  be 
thirsty,  nor  come  all  the  way 
here  to  draw."  Prior  to  verse  1 5, 
Jesus  describes  the  water  that 
He  has  as  living  water  that  pro¬ 
vides  eternal  life.  Jesus  knew 
her  immediate  need  of  water  for 
drinking  and  cooking,  and  He 
also  knew  her  need  of  ialvation. 
Jesus  identified  her  need  and 
then  proceeded  to  describe  how 
that  need  could  be  met  through 
a  saving  relationship  with  Him. 
An  effective  witness  is  one  that 
identifies  the  felt  needs  that 
someone  may  have,  and  then 
proceeds  to  present  the  Gospel 
in  a  way  that  meets  their  spiritu¬ 
al  need  in  Christ. 

Verses  16-18  describe  how 


Jesus  drove  the  woman's  spiri¬ 
tual  need  home  in  her  personal 
life.  Jesus  revealed  to  her  die 
sinful  life  in  which  she  was  liv¬ 
ing.  Her  sinful  life  could  not  be 
cleansed  by  the  drinking  water 
from  the  well,  but  could  only  be 
cleansed  through  the  forgive¬ 
ness  found  in  Christ.  She  need- 
’o  not  ed  the  living  water  that  Jesus 
had  talked  about.  An  effective 
witness  must  address  the  sinful¬ 
ness  of  man  and  the  need  to  be 
washed  clean  of  that  sin. 

John  4:26  (NASB)  says,  “Jesus 
said  to  her;  'I  who  speak  to  you 
am  He."  Jesus  identified 
Himself  to  the  woman  as  the 
One  who  could  bring  die  joy  of 
salvation  into  her  life.  The  focus 
of  any  Gospel  presentation  must 
primarily  be  on  Jesus  Christ. 

Sharing  the  Gospel  must 
always  reflect  the  model  that 
Jesus  set  for  us.  We  must  model 
our  lives  after  HIM  so  that  we 
may  effectively  carry  the  good 
news  of  Christ  to  those  around 
us. 


Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Fulton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Do  You  Help  Or  Exploit? 

Genesis  25:29-34;  27:6-8, 15-19, 34-36 


m 
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By  Melleen  Moore 


“Have  it  your  way"  was  a 
popular  fast  food  commercial  in 
recent  years.  It  seemed  to  suggest 
die  importance  of  satisfying  one's 
personal  desire.  That  same  per¬ 
sonal  desire  contributed  to  the 
downfall  of  Isaac's  family  as  he 
prepared  for  death.  A  family  that 
began  in  faith  and  obedience  to 
God  had  drifted  apart  from  each 
other  and  from  God. 

Agree  lb  Help  Freely 


Isaac  and  Rebekah  were 
blessed  with  twin  boys  when 
Isaac  was  sixty  years  old. 
Rebekah  was  tola  by  the  Lord 
that  two  nations  were  in  her 
womb.  Esau,  first  born,  was 
described  as  red  and  hairy.  The 
second  bom  was  smooth- 
skinned  Jacob  holding  Esau's 
heel  indicating  the  older  would 


serve  the  younger.  Esau, 
an  outdoorsman,  loved  to  I 
hunt  wild  game  and  was 
favored  by  Isaac  Jacob 
was  a  milder  businessman  rais¬ 
ing  the  family's  herds  and  a 
favorite  of  Rebekah.  Esau 
arrived  home  exhausted,  hungry 
and  disappointed  from  a  long 
hunt  He  desired  some  red  stew 
that  Jacob  was  cooking.  Esau 
agreed  to  trade  his  birthright 
even  to  the  point  of  swearing  say¬ 
ing,  “Look,  I  am  about  to  cue;  so 
what  is  the  brithrfeht  to  me?" 
(Genesis  2532  NKJV).  The 
birthright  was  the  honor  of  the 
firstborn  including  a  double  por¬ 
tion  of  inheritance  and * 
the  leader  of  the  family, 
took  advantage  of  Esau  s  _ 
cal  condition  by  suggesting 'the 
trade  of  the  birthright  The  tami- 
moved  to  Gerar  due  to  a 
in  Canaan  and  endured 
confrontations  over  water  wells. 
Isaac  like  his  father  Abraham, 


his  wife  off  as 
sister.  However; 
God  warned  King 
Abimelech  not  to  harm 
Rebekah  or  Isaac.  A 
truce  was  made  to  live 
in  peace  and  God  pros¬ 
pered  Isaac.  Esau's 
choice  to  marry  two 
Canaanite  women 
grieved  Isaac  and 
Rebekah  and  showed 
his  disregard  for  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship. 


hr  mov 
famine 


Rejoice  in  Other's  Good 

Fortune 

Genesis  276-8 

The  colloquial  phrase  “two 
wrongs  do  not  nrurice  a  right" 
could  be  said  of  Jacob  with  the 
assistance  of  his  mother;  Rebekah 
and  their  plot.  Upon  hearing 
Isaac's  instructions  for  Esau  to 
hunt  game  and  prepare  a  tasty 
food  so  that  he  might  eat  and 
bless  him,  Rebekah  promptly 
began  scheming.  She  could  not 
rejoice  over  a  blessing  for  Esau 
and  allow  God  to  work  in  Jacob's 
life.  Rebekah  was  choosing  to 
run  ahead  of  God  for  Jacob  to  be 
blessed  and  to  become  the  family 
leader. 


Act  with  Integrity 
Genesis  27:15-19 

Jacob,  following  Rebekah' s 
ers,  got  two  young  goats  for 
her  to  prepare  the  tasty  food  that 
Isaac  desired.  Her  plan  included 
using  skin  from  the  kid  goats  to 
make  Jacob's  hand  ana  neck 
hairy  and  to  dress  Jacob  in  cloth¬ 
ing  that  would  smell  like  Esau. 
Deceit  was  not  enough;  Jacob 
had  to  lie  four  times  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verse  alone.  “I  am  Esau, 
your  firstborn;  I  have  done  as 
you  told  me;  please  arise,  sit  and 
eat  of  my  game  that  your  soul 
may  bless  me"  (Gen.  27:19 
NKJV).  Isaac  questioned  in  his 
heart  if  this  was  Esau  on  two 
counts  —  the  voice  and  the 
quickness  of  food  preparation. 
The  hairy  goat  skin  and  the 
choice  clothing  seemed  to  satisfy 
Isaac  enough  to  rave  the  blessing 
to  the  deceiver.  Jacob  knew  the 
acts  were  deceitful  but  was  more 
concerned  with  getting  caught 
than  rightness  of  die  action. 
Receiving  the  blessing  was  costly, 
for  Jacob's  consequences  were 
great  —  strife  in  tne  family,  his 
brother's  plot  to  kill  him,  leaving 
home  never  to  see  his  mother 
again,  and  later  being  deceived 
by  Laban,  his  unde. 


Avoid  Causing  Harm 
Genesis  2734-36 

"Bless  me  —  me  also,  O  my 
father"  (Genesis  27:34  NKJV) 
were  the  words  of  Esau  as  he 
came  to  Isaac  with  his  tasty  food. 
Isaac  realized  he  had  been 
deceived  into  blessing  Jacob.  In 
the  culture  of  that  day,  a  person's 
word  was  his  bond  so  much  so 
that  die  blessing  was  irrevocable. 
Jacob  would  be  Esau's  master;  as 
ne  had  been  blessed  which 
makes  die  giving  of  die  birthright 
official.  Esau's  cry  was  loud  and 


traded  it  for  a  bowl  ot  Lintel  soup. 
Esau's  cry  continued,  "Have  you 
only  one  blessing  my  father? 
Bless  me  —  me  also,  O  my 
father!"  (Genesis  27:  38  NKJV). 
Hatred  and  malice  were  tearing 
at  Esau's  heart.  He  was  comfort¬ 
ed  with  a  plan  to  kill  his  brother 
after  his  father's  death.  This  plan 
caused  die  family  to  break  apart, 
which  lasted  for  twent 
Jacob  went  to  live  with  1 
brother,  Laban. 


Moore  is  a  member  of 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

fist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  c*ear'  sharp,  and  w 

photographs  of  special  events  ^  SU.00*  ^retUfTH 


landscape-,  Duilding-,  or  object-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord®mbcb.org. 
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Special  New  Testament  spotlights  True  Love  Waits 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
THie  Love  Waits  (TLW)  has  a  new 
resource:  A  special  New 
Testament  focused  on  the  absti- 
nence-un til-marriage  movement 
and  other  challenges  young  peo¬ 
ple  face. 

The  True  Love  Waits  New 
Testament  is  a  joint  project  of 
TLW  and  Holman  Bible 
Outreach,  both  divisions  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  TLW  New  Testament  which 
includes  a  salvation  message,  an 
introduction  to  True  Love  Waits 
and  a  commitment  page,  was 
released  to  coincide  with 
Valentine's  Day,  when  many  True 


Love  Waits'  abstinence-until- 
marriage  commitment  cere¬ 
monies  are  held  in  churches  and 
other  venues  around  the  world. 

In  Africa,  thanks  to  a  major 
donation  to  LifeWay' s  A  Defining 
Moment  philanthropic  cam¬ 
paign,  100,000  copies  of  the  TLW 
New  Testament  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  for  free  in  places  where  True 
Love  Waits  International  has  staff 
in  place.  Another  30,000  copies 
will  be  sold  in  the  United  States 
to  churches,  youth  groups  and 
individuals  for  $1.95  each. 

Phill  Burgess,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Holman  Bible  Outreach, 
said  the  TLW  New  Testament 
"not  only  will  help  young  people 


keep  their  commitments  to 
remain  abstinent  until  marriage, 
but  also  will  provide  spiritual 
guidance  for  a  variety  of  chal¬ 
lenges  they  face  each  day." 

Emmy  Hester,  cofounder  of 
True  Love  Waits,  meanwhile 
noted,  "Having  a  New  Testament 
available  to  compliment  our 
abstinence  message  in  Africa,  a 
place  that  has  been  ravaged  by 
AIDS,  gives  us  an  added  dimen¬ 
sion.  For  some  young  people  in 
Africa,  this  may  oe  the  only  New 
Testament  they  ever  receive  and 
may  be  the  only  opportunity  to 
engage  God's  Word.'* 

Hester  said  he  expects  youth 
groups  to  buy  TLW  New 


Testaments  not  only  for  individ¬ 
ual  and  group  use,  but  also  for 
outreach  to  their  friends  and  per¬ 
haps  to  send  to  students  in 
Africa. 

Sharon  Pumpelly,  lead  con¬ 
sultant  for  True  Love  Waits 
International,  said  the  TLW 
movement  will  be  careful  to 
make  sure  the  project  is  for  no 
gain  than  the  blessing  of  being 
obedient  to  God.  yIn  areas 
where  we  have  had  New 
Testaments  donated  to  us,  we 
have  seen  a  great  number  of 
youths  make  commitments  to 
Christ  in  the  follow-up  of 
their  abstinence-*  commit¬ 
ment,"  she  said. 


"A  New  Testament  may  be 
given  during  counseling  follow¬ 
ing  a  TLW  presentation,  Cased  on 
the  need  of  that  moment,"  she 
noted.  "We  also  are  talking  about 
encouraging  young  people  who 
are  in  follow-up  groups  to  mem¬ 
orize  Scripture  and  then  receive  a 
New  Testament." 

More  than  100  organizations 
and  thousands  of  churches  have 
adopted  die  use  of  True  Love 
Waits  throughout  die  world.  The 
first  True  Love  Waits  national  cel¬ 
ebration  took  place  in  July  1994, 
when  more  than  210,000 
covenant  cards  were  displayed 
on  the  National  Mall  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


1.  Mission  Friends,  Concord  Church,  Booneville 


Jusi  For  tiif;  Ri  cokd 


1.  The  Mission  Friends  of  Concord  Church,  Booneville,  collected  30  teddy  bears  to  be  used  by  the 
sheriff's  department  with  children  in  time  of  distress. 

2.  The  children  of  New  Hope  Church,  Tfcpelo,  collected  $128.60  in  pennies  for  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  in  January.  Shown  are  Zak  Roberts/  Maggie  Reeder,  Jenifer  Roberts,  and  Madison 
Sanders.  Lowell  Johnson,  pastor. 

3.  Sunrise  Church,  Carthage,  will  host  a  wild  game  supper  Mar.  6,  6:30  p.m.  Walt  Grayson,  guest 

speaker.  For  information,  call  (601)741-2225  or  267-4156.  3  6 

4.  Concord  Church,  Pelahatchie,  will  host  Jerry  Trammell  in  concert  Feb.  24, 7  p.m.  A  love  offering 
will  be  received.  For  more  information,  call  (601)  420-0943. 


The  wMu  of  First  Church, 
Raleigh,  collected  diapers 
and  wipes  for  a  pregnancy 
crisis  center.  Shown  are 
Maiy  Fuller,  Bonnie  Lewis, 
Freana  Crumpton,  Nell 
Dark,  Cody  Young,  Mary 
Sanders,  Carolyn  Hankins, 
Elizabeth  Hegwood,  and 


6.  New  Prospect  Church, 
Oxford,  ordained  Kevin 
Vanlandingham  as  deacon 
Jan.  27.  Snown  are  pastor 
Ken  White,  Vanlandingham, 
Stacie  Vanlandingham,  and 
Ross  Robertson. 

7.  Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  broke  ground 
on  the  site  of  their  new 
church  Jan.  20.  Shown  are 
Johnny  Lewis,  Barbara 
Moody,  Betty  Murry,  James 
Spears  Jr.,  Jimmy  Headley, 
Calvin  Hadley,  Rod 
Bosarge,  James  Spears  Sr., 
pastor  Roy  Moody,  and 


7.  Groundbreaking,  Lakeside  Church,  Hattiesburg 


2.  Children,  New  Hope  Church,  Tupelo 


8.  The  Northeast  MS 
Christian  Women's  Job 
Corps,  a  ministry  of  wMu, 
hosted  an  M&M  Christmas 
fellowship  for  18  mentors 
and  mentees  of  the  Ttipelo 
site.  Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

9.  A  group  from  Calvary 
Church,  Pascagoula, 
recently  traveled  to  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village 
to  present  mission  dolls  to 
Celeste  Cade,  PR  associate 
at  the  Village.  The  dolls 
were  made  by  the  Women 
on  Mission  group  at  the 
church. 


5.  wMu,  First  Church,  Raleigh 


8.  Northeast  MS  Christian  Women's  Job  Corps 


6.  Vanlandingham  ordination,  New  Prospect  Church,  Oxford 


9.  Cade,  with  dolls  from  Calvary  Church,  ftscagoula 


